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EDITORIAL

With every new year, we open the first page of a new diary and start penning our
thoughts afresh with new dreams and new hopes. Yes! After 100 editions, Team Sampada feels
like this is the beginning of yet a new chapter and here I am penning the first page! Many more
to go for the next milestone but the effort begins here! We have many plans in store for the
coming editions and we want to invite new ideas and alumni editors on board to magnify the
newsletter’s objective.

This month of May 2018 has been quite buzzing with activities and news for namma
UVCE. Starting off with UVCE twirling in the festive lights with MILAGRO 2018. The fest
witnessed the students enthralled with cultural activities in a week long celebrations. Adding to
this was the momentum of the final year students celebrating their last few days in college with
farewell, graduation days and much more.

When you think of graduation and final years, it reminds us of the days when we were in
that position and prepping ourselves for the next step of the journey. Now, when we look back
we yearn to relive those memories and fun moments of studying in namma UVCE. This is one of
the main goals trying to be achieved at Centenary Celebrations Event, “UVCE Payana” where
alumni can come together, bond and reminisce the days of UVCE.

Sometimes alumni all feel the rush and £
energy to do something towards our Alma Mater .
in their own way. We are extremely happy and &%
appreciate it but we need to acknowledge the fact ’
that we cannot do everything in a single day or in §
a single event or via a single effort. It takes g,
progressive endeavor and structured plan to do
something for the Alma Mater. We will need j§g
different people in different ways moderating the
zeal to fabricate a colossal effort in bringing the
change. UVCE Payana is one such effort from
various Alumni (from 1950 to the most recent
graduated ones) coming together to make sure
Alumni of our college get an opportunity to meet
one and another whilst also finding a platform to do their part for the Alma Mater’s well being.

Payana’s Current Preparations are in full swing as the event is just round the corner and
registrations are pouring in. Have you registered yet? If not please do so today! We eagerly
await to witness the event and see namma UVCEians together.

Moving to the next note, its good news for us UVCEians as our former principal of UVCE ,
Dr Venugopal K R Sir has been appointed as the Vice Chancellor of Bangalore University. This
bring new hopes for namma UVCE’s development and we wish to see the institution spearhead

technical education for generations to come.

So here is the first edition post the Centenary feat of namma Sampada, bound with articles
from alumni, students and the current happenings of UVCE.

SEE YOU ALL AT UVCE PAYANA!

- Team Sampada
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BANGALORE UNIVERSITY VC ANNOUNCED!

On June 13th 2018, the governor and chancellor of state universities, Vajubhai Vala, issued
an order appointing Dr KR Venugopal, former principal of our University Visvesvaraya College of
Engineering (UVCE), as vice-chancellor of Bangalore University.

As per Bangalore Mirror, Dr KR Venugopal on assuming charge as new VC of Bangalore
University on June 13th 2018 said, “Firstly, I want all three universities (BU, BCU, and BNU) to
work hand in hand, secondly, I want to start a number of courses in all the streams and thirdly, I
want to make UVCE a deemed university, UVCE should grow as an institute of excellence and we
will sit with the officials of Bengaluru Central University in a meeting called by the higher
education department,”

Team Sampada would like to Congratulate and wish Dr. Venugopal K R Sir on becoming the
Vice Chancellor of Bangalore University!
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MILAGRO 2018

With organising comes learning is what I believed in, yet another chance awaited when I
was nominated to be the Fest co-ordinator representing the ECE department. “Miracle" by
definition, Milagro by name is UVCE's biggest-bangest intercollegiate fest and to be the
coordinator of such a big event, I thought I wasn't ready for this initially because it was probably
the biggest responsibility that I took up in college. But once the preparations began things sunk in
well and I enjoyed doing it. The prior experiences in putting up events came in handy and made
things easier at times.

From estimating the budget for the fest, deciding on events, getting volunteers to help us
out, campaigning about the fest in other colleges, talking to different production teams and asking
them for a quotation as low as possible, running to JB campus to get the money sanctioned, talking
to hundreds of people to get the chief guest for the fest, going to different places to get the
banners, posters, certificates, mementoes, medals etc there's a lot of work behind the scenes I'll
tell you.

Now talking about the fest, Milagro was scheduled for 25th and 26th of May 2018.But It
isn't just a two-day extravaganza, it’s a week-long festival. The whole week was full of fancy
jamborees. Every day was marked with a deluxe celebration starting with the branch day, group
day, signature day and of course the glitziest ethnic day. The dance of the lungis and the parade of
sarees was a real treat to the eyes. The crack of sunup on 25th saw a swarm of pupils as the college
witnessed the rap sensation Chandan Shetty. The buzz didn't stop even after the rapper departed.
Even though it rained heavily, the events were conducted and the fest was inaugurated on 25th of
May 2018 with Ms Chethana R S as the chief guest. We had the Vice Chancellor Dr I S
Shivakumara, the Registrar Dr B K Ravi and the finance officer Dr A Lokesha of Bangalore
University as the guests. First day was celebrated with many events and DJ to end the day. The
excitement and the thrill continued on day 2 as the youth icon Mr. Naveen Shankar from Gultoo
movie graced this occasion. This wasn't the end of it. Television's most celebrated and viewed
dance show Dhee-10 had their contestants and choreographers come down to judge the dance
event. The whole week saw the most familiar and lionized faces up close. The day ended with the
roaring DJ rocking the stage and troupes of students dancing like they never cared. The fest ended
with all the students dancing in the rain and going home with happy faces.

For me personally it's an experience worth a million. My team and I are very pleased to see
the fest conclude without too many glitches.

-Kaushalya, 8th Sem ECE
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CAMPUS SAYS -BIDDING GOODBYES!

While many suggested us to join this heritage college, there were many who said.... Are you
sure you want to join UVCE? There were people who gave us plenty of reasons not to join. But
today with happiness in my eyes and pride in my heart, I can proudly state that I have taken the
best decision in joining this college. I walked into UVCE on the 7th of August 2014 with a sense of
fear and anxiety, and that was probably the last day I worried about anything here. UVCE has
been an ocean of opportunities for me. From starting my own band, to becoming the class
representative, being part of the IEEE team, being the fiesta coordinator and having a good
alumni-student relationship, I have got an ocean of opportunities at this college. 4 years has flown
by and it is hard to even realize how quickly it went. 4 years at this wonderful college has been
amazing in terms of studies, learning, projects, music, sports, fun and much more. UVCE has
moulded me into a better person than I was 4 years ago. Few memorable events at UVCE would be
playing Lagori, cricket at college, attending Analog electronics lab and struggling for its output,
volunteering for IEEE events and the centenary marathon and finally having an amazing friend
circle.

UVCE will be missed for many reasons, firstly the friends circle.
The advantage of being here is that we have an all CET crowd and it is
guaranteed that you can find people who match your wavelength. The
canteen, labs, classes, central college ground, Minchu, the smell of nature
and the wonderful lush green campus, the teachers and finally the campus
are a few things that I will miss. UVCE is now having a makeover and it
feels really good to see our college renovate. The happiness in every
student’s eyes when the government announced 25 crores for UVCE is
indescribable.

8 GB RAM has been one of my best memories. When we started the
band we were scared whether people will accept our music. After failing a few times, we rose and
our music became much better with more practice and we as a band cannot stop thanking how
much the UVCE crowd has helped us become what we are today. On a very honest note the
students at UVCE, the faculty and the alumni have been very supportive and it is because of them
that we are doing well today. For all the aspiring musicians, there is no short cut in music. It is
sheer hard work that has got us to where we are. Fail a few times, practice hard, bounce back
stronger and make good music. The crowd will enjoy the music only if you enjoy it. Dream big and
see yourself on stage with a thousand people cheering for your band. That experience is worth all
the efforts and hard work you put in. Wishing all the best to all the upcoming musicians of UVCE

From the bottom of my heart I would like to thank Sir M Visvesvaraya and the pioneers
along with him for giving me this wonderful college.

-Suhas Chethan, 8th Sem ECE

The journey in UVCE till now was just amazing. So many memories flash over my eyes
when I think of UVCE. The 1st day I entered the college, I had no idea what was going on in my
life. But today, UVCE has defined my life in a proper path. I will definitely miss all those mass
bunks, birthday celebrations, treats, trips, labs, viva, canteen, fights in class WhatsApp groups,
proposals, confessions, fests, revaluations, and lot more.

The college infrastructure may look bad from outside but, UVCE
as its own flavour and only the students inside it can have a taste of it.
he best part of the college is, students become independent and learn
hings on their own as the dependency on faculty is less as compared to
ther colleges. One can discover oneself with all the ample time, freedom
nd opportunities here. Either it might be technical or cultural, one can
lace themselves comfortably.

I thank all the lecturers and my friends for making this journey so
pecial and memorable!!

- Chaitra S Shetty, 8th Sem EEE



My entry into UVCE after I had completed my PU has been a crucial event in my life. My
first day was on Aug 7th and as usual I was very excited on the very first day. I hoped that I will be
very busy, but that wasn’t the case which is what I learned after the first few days.

First year, I did not have any clue about what was going on initially but later on we had our
seniors, placement co-ordinators and IEEE office bearers come and explain their life in UVCE and
how we as individuals could make use of the time we had. By the end of the year, we had an idea
about how things work.

Second year, the actual UVCEian life, we had become seniors by then, introducing college to
juniors and guiding them. I had a excellent gang of my own with whom I was participating in
fests, bunking classes to play lagori and TT, all of which had become our usual routine.
Responsibility as an IEEE office bearer has played an important role in my personality
development. From then attending workshops, organising events for the students and giving them
an insight of industrial knowledge has been the motto. With the help of this experience, we took
part in IEEE SP CUP 2017, Nokia innovation challenge and many more wh1ch excited us and made
us want to explore ourselves in our areas of interest.

Trips every semester, getting involved in all four fests, birthday
parties, farewell to seniors, ECE cricket league, getting together for
lunch and snacks, organising KAGADA and IMPETUS, attending boring
lectures, Boy's hostel food, the list goes on! It was all a perfect blend of
joy and hardship. Amidst all the fuss, we had our farewell and
graduation and all of a sudden, without even realizing it, everything had
come to an end. We didn't realize we were making memories, we were
just having fun!

UVCE life is known for its freedom, intellectual awakening and its
various academic and extracurricular activities. One will understand how
to talk to different people, act according to different situations and thus help you acquire
important life skills. It has taught me one fundamental thing that "life is unpredictable".

Millions of memories, hundreds of jokes, handful of pranks and secrets, one reason, UVCE.

- Bhargavi, 8th Sem ECE

Every beginning has to end and the four years of engineering life has beautifully ended
with the amazing graduation day. I primarily want to thank every hand involved in organizing the
event.

My life in UVCE started on the 7th of August in the year 2014. Four excellent years of a
variety of feelings! Looking back at it only makes me smile wide. I am thankful to UVCE for having
given me such a memorable journey.

Graduation day was absolutely memorable! it all started with (o '
eloquent inspirational speeches from the guests. It was followed by one

student from every branch telling their experience in UVCE which made - g

me nostalgic about my days in UVCE. Clicking an infinite number of
pictures with anyone that we could get hold of, hugging my friends like
never before, greeting everyone that came across, we all tried our best to
make the day last longer. Then came the DJ for "one last time dance" in
UVCE! No other fear compares to the happiness of being able to dance p
with my Batch mates!

We will all greatly miss UVCE! My college is no more a building with administration, it has
become a feeling, consuming a space in my heart that will last forever and after. Thank you UVCE,
for giving me such a great opportunity to learn the lessons of life in the most appropriate way I
could think of! I came here with a home and a family, I'm leaving now with a second home and a
larger family!

- Yashwanth H S, 8th Sem CSE



From the day of orientation to the graduation day UVCE has given me some wonderful
memories and moments to be cherished. The journey which began on the 7th August 2014 has
made me a better person in many aspects. Once a nervous teenager turned into a confident young
lad over the span of 4 years, once a very shy person turned to be a guy who opens up to everyone
easily, once a very confused kid turned into a person who could make decisions and guide others
Once a rocket science like C, C++, java, became a daily usage as the days passed.

Technical fests like Inspiron and Impetus brings out the innovation in you, fiesta and
Milagro helped to express myself like there is no one watching you. Being part of the team IEEE
was once of the best thing happened to me, from volunteering in first year, organizing events in
second year and guiding others in the final year I've done it all with this great team.

There was never a dull day at UVCE you always have something happening in college these
everyday events are what lets you make friends. UVCE was never short of adventures I had my
share by being part of Chakravyuha club and organizing treks to Kunti betta, Kodchadri,
Kudremukaha and Tadiyandamol. =

Being part of UVCE cricket team and having won the
Esportivo will always have special place in my heart. Bunking classes,
going to movies when bored by movies canteen was the place, cricket,
lagori our favorite pass time. None of this would have been fun without =
the friends I had. —

ISE, CSE, ECE, EEE, MECHANICAL, CIVIL friends I had were from =]
each of these branches. All the fun times was spent with them. Yet all
these fun moments never kept me down from academics, eating in class
without teachers noticing you, getting sent out for coming late. I've had y
my memories not just with friends but teachers too.

Looking back in time at these memories and all the amazing days, I would proudly say I’'m
a UVCEian. Let’s keep the UVCE flag flying high!

- Sushanth Upadhya S, 8th Sem ISE

The graduation ceremony for Batch of 2018 was held on 29th of May, 2018. With students
from all branches gathered at Jnana Jyothi Auditorium, the day began with an invocation dance
and lighting of the lamp. This was followed by honouring passing out placement coordinators for
their contributions. The dignitaries then addressed the gathering, reminiscing their youth and
sharing experiences. Life after college is the beginning of a new chapter. There are a plethora of
opportunities and experiences to be had which are unavailable in college. Following this were
student representatives from each department sharing about their journey of four years - stepping
in as clueless freshers and graduating as engineers even before writing semester exams. Each
student was then called onto the stage and presented with a memento, followed much later by
class photo session.

As said by Taylor Mali - No graduation speaker will ever tell you that the future is anything
but uncertain. It never is. But graduations need not only be obsessed with looking ahead; a
graduation can be a day on which we turn back and trace our steps to see how we ended up where

we are.

It was hard to believe that our journey had come to an end - it was
as if time flew. No more attending classes for the sake of attendance,
anging around in canteen, ten hands scrambling in a single plate of
hakkli, running around for fests, birthday celebrations in rock garden,
skipping classes to chill in Cubbon park. Most of all, it would be missing
all the familiar faces which made the past 4 years beautifully memorable.
It would be unfair to not extend a token of gratitude to our college, UVCE,
or its one of a kind atmosphere and constant support all along.

- Roshni Ravi, 8th Sem CSE




My Journey at UVCE has been marvellous till now. The things I have learnt from UVCE is
€normous.

UVCE has given me a millennium of opportunities such as involving in activities like the Go
Green Club, Chakravyuha, NCC, Placement Coordinator at TPO UVCE, volunteering in Vision UVCE
activities and many more.

I still remember the first day of my college where I felt very bad looking at the
infrastructure! But now I regret for the same. I slowly realised that buildings and infrastructure
are just few of the factors that should determine my happiness at UVCE but not the only ones. I
slowly started admiring the beauty of this place, be it a lush green
campus or having amazing friends or getting opportunities to volunteer
which would help in my personality development. The Happiness I get
while entering college seeing Sir M Visvesvaraya’s statue is indescribable.

I always feel comfortable spending more time at college and have
enjoyed each and every day of my 4 years at UVCE!

Although I feel like staying at UVCE for another year, life has to
move on to accomplish our dreams further. But one thing is for sure that
the word UVCE will remain deep in my heart and I will always feel proud
and honoured to be an UVCEian!

- Rohvin Dsouza, 8th Sem Mech

UVCE has been an absolute bliss of a college for me. From the outside whoever speaks
whatever, I personally, from the inside know just how lovely it is!

The most memorable things for me in UVCE is playing for the college cricket team. I've
been in the cricket team for the past 4 years and it's become like a family to
me now. We win or we lose, never did once our place and respect in each
dther's hears changed. I still have preserved all the jerseys. They not only
signify my presence team but also remind me of the wonderful days we
ad.

But not just cricket, many other sports connected many of us in the
ollege. The college gave me a sense of pride and so much exposure to stuff
dther than just the books but helped us see the world and adapt ourselves
0 be a better person in the society. I could never have been so more grate-
ful than I am today. UVCE will always be UVCE no matter what!

- Shreekar, 8th Sem EEE
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Being a non-Kannadiga and away from home was a challenge, but
the challenge was only till i stepped into UVCE. UVCE never made me miss
my school days. These 4 years had been the most beautiful part of my life.
It took few days to understand how UVCE is. Seniors were our teachers,
who guided us throughout our engineering and showed us what to take up
next.

UVCE gave me chance to explore engineering, as attendance was
never an issue I could participate in few major events and work in college
late nights. Photography, singing, bunking, laughing and a good job were
the major takeaways from UVCE. All the fake internships we did, all the
fest we volunteered to get certificates and fill up our resumes and the time we spent in thatha's
canteen singing songs, these won’t come back. But I won’t miss UVCE when I leave because I
know that the next stage of my life as an mechanical engineer, UVCE will be there with me.

-Yash, 8th Sem Mech



With urge and fears we entered the college
Hundreds of confused faces we were

But look around, take a glimpse

I'm sure you know every face out here

The first C class, at the first bench I sat
With my legs folded, a sign of disrespect
Lost in my world, I felt a push,

Bhargavi told me, DC sir felt deject

The first C lab, we all had forgotten our observations,
For 20 mins we only looked down

Questions lashed at me in Kannada

Guess what, it was Kiran sir in town

We've spent beautiful nalak varsha now

Jasti Kannada Inna gothilla

But practice maadi maadi barutthe sir

Yen madaana? full language is difficult than the word
swalpa..!

I knew a lot more faces by now

But one that caught my attention was yours

Every class with Arunalatha mam

Who'd fear her for its that subtle, the way she scolds.

Linked lists went around and round in my head
Latha mam couldn’t resist her smile

That's the least she did to hold her laughter

While I asked the same doubt I guess the 20th time?

I always got very-very confused
Between Vasanth sir and Kiran sir
One said you can doze off in my class
And I dozed off in the other

Manjula mam, and the OS concepts

They still cause deadlocks in my head

She told us why we had to be serious

Coz someone still wants to see us go ahead

The role model for almost all of us

Champa mam taught us to be better each day

The focus, the details, the discipline

Time complexity couldn't be taught any better way.

It was time for the Turing machine class
Venkatesh sir entered with a bundle of chalk
Who knew we would be the ones using them
The only class where I didn't see the clock

Running from the distant bus stop
Relational schema class was on the time table

11 o clock the schedule, 11 o clock she used to enter
Samyama ma'am how could you be so punctual.

You made Networks my favourite subject

The concepts made easy with every slide show
Thanuja mam repeated some concepts

They were my doubts, idk how she got to know

Probability and stochastic processes class it was

I sat on the last bench throwing lil balls of paper

On Shwetha's curly hair they stuck I was amused to see,
Lil did I know, Dilip sir would asked me to get out

Woman of her word, funny yet witty she is

Behind that simple face and attire

Was the personification of smart and hard work?
PDS mam, that want for learning, you ignite that fire.

If I remember right, third year it was

Playing Uno cards in canteen we were caught
Principal, said the board outside this room
Where 14 of us were brought

Our roll numbers and parents phone numbers noted
When we feared rustication, he asked us to restart
For behind Venugopal sir's tough look

Lies a beautiful compassionate heart

It'll be unfair to end it without mentioning these names
Ramesh sir, Shreyas sir, Manasa mam and Padmashree mam
You've guided us not like teachers but your own siblings
We all, genuinely are your fan!

Oh yes, I know they're waiting for their names to be
mentioned

Bibhash, Madhu, Shiva, Guru, Bhargavi

Of course, my last-minute teachers they were

A few more, Yuvarajan, Shwetha, Sushant and Shahi.

I close this lil gesture of gratitude
By thanking you not for the
subjects you all taught me

But those lessons of life, those
beautiful memories

That'll take me a long way and
keep me happy.

- Aarsi, 8th Sem ISE




Engineering life has been a great bliss, one of the most
beautiful times of my life. This is where I could realize my true
otential and know my true self. Though many people told me not to
hoose UVCE for various reasons, my choice of selecting it was much
fluenced by the fact that it is the oldest Engineering college in
arnataka and founded by Sir.M.Visvesvaraya, I am proud that I
elong to the same town of Chikkaballapur where he hails from.

My journey of Engineering has been entirely different from
hat I thought it to would be when I joined to become a CIVIL
ngineer and now along with that, my interests and passion are
uch higher and different from it. These four years were the time of
complete freedom, I came out of the protective cocoon of my parents
and learnt to walk alone with confidence than ever before, It has also taught me to live
independently and also has given me the ability to make my own choices and take the right
decisions.

I have got many wonderful people in these four years, engineering life has been so much
fun only because of my friends who always supported me and encouraged me in every aspect.
Apart from the college, UVCE boys hostel is a place to which I owe a lot. It has taught me a lot of
important lessons for life that could not have been taught at anywhere else in the world. It has
inculcated all the essential qualities that one needs to live happily in spite of lot of haphazardness
and problems.

Yes we had many problems like congested rooms, sharing rooms with very healthy
bedbugs, lack of many facilities and many other things beyond words and explanation. Many
people reject to stay here just on a glance at it. But for me each and every challenge was an
opportunity to improve my self.

One of my teachers in school days once said “Life is beautiful for those, who know to
celebrate in pains” and now I have the right understanding of it. I have earned many of the most
beautiful memories of my life from this wonderful place. I can surely say one can survive
anywhere in the world if he has lived in our hostel “They make men out of boys”

Our hostel mess and it's tasty food, college, labs, internals, classes, attendance, mass bunks,
protests, friends, trekking, trips, survey camp, beauty of JB campus and many more things that are
only found in UVCE. I have captured most of these beautiful moments and memories in my heart
and camera, but still I miss them a lot
I really miss my Engineering life!

- Rakshith L, 8th Sem Civil

TREASURE CHEST FROM 1957

R e —— Has Ai s Degree Certificate and Batch Photo of 1957 shared by Sundar Ram Reddy




MECHANICAL BLOCK RENOVATION

Kicking start with a grand ceremony inaugurated by
our Honorable Chief Minister for Laying the Foundation
Stone for UVCE’s Renovations, the work started off and is in
full swing. The first phase of the renovation has begun with
Mechanical block and the construction work along with
other renovation is ongoing. Below are some pictures of the
current Construction Work taking place. We hope the
facilities will be constructed well to facilitate students with
comfortable infrastructure for their academics.



MEET & GREET ALUMNI - SUNDAR RAM P REDDY

Team Sampada: Sir, please give a brief introduction about you for our readers.
Sundaram Sir: It is a pleasure to answer the questions for the benefit of the
magazine Sampada-100 edition. My name is Sundar Ram P Reddy, and I belong
to the Electrical Engineering, 1957 batch. I was from a family of agriculture in a
rural village in Bangalore. I got admission into UVCE, but Govt. of India came
to my rescue with a full scholarship to last all four years and beyond. Later, I
got admission into High Voltage Engineering; I had to discontinue the studies “
after 9 months to take up the employment at Kolar Gold Mining Undertaking. "
Since the gold mining was depleting, 1 left the country for USA in 1976. , ’
Seeking a job in USA during a recession was a unique experience. Although I,
had impressive credentials from India, they did not care; they would rather
prefer an American degree. At the age of 46, I attended part time evening
classes for Master’s Degree in Engineering, just to secure an American degree. :
For Engineering and construction jobs, it was required to pass an exam to certify as a professional
engineer, and certified in six states in USA. As a senior member, and presently Life member of
IEEE, presented a few technical papers at IEEE seminars, at one time conducted chair of IAS
power distribution subcommittee. In the year, 2000 received the Meritorious Engineering Award.

TS: What are your fond memories here at UVCE?

Sundaram Sir: The location of the college, with large shady trees, adjacent to famous Cubbon
Park to enjoy the music on Sunday evenings. The Library was unique to read newspapers
outdoors, follow the news on Queen Elizabeth II coronation. I am now wondering the Queen has
survived 75years, and enlarged the Royalty, where as our college is in a dilapidated condition.
During 3rd and 4th year, participated in the tours to visit hydro electric and thermal Power
Plants, steel Mills etc. Those were not only for learning, but also about comradeship, and social
interaction. The professors and lecturers were great, learnt a lot from them, Specially the
Machine Design by BRN. Even now, whenever I travel in a bus, while the windshields working in
parallel, my memory goes back to BRN, who taught us the simulation of parallelogram.

TS: What were the hardships you had to face during your time when it came to finding jobs
and career? Also, please share your experience at work with us here.

Sundaram Sir: After independence in 1947, our government embarked on five year plans to
build infrastructure projects, manufacturing industrial Equipment, etc,. New universities and IIT
colleges were popping up. In 1957, we had just passed ten years from independence, very short
time for development Compared to 200 years of destruction to catch up. However, the
employment opportunities were opening up, especially more in civil engineering.

The Kolar gold mining company, owned by John Taylor and sons of Britain for more than
100 years, had employed about 200 key employees from England, and about 13000 local
labourers. All this time they extracted tons of gold and exported to British exchequer. Fortunately,
this company was nationalized in 1956, opening opportunity for Indian engineers to replace the
British engineers, and I was in the first batch as trainee.

The job involved was mostly servicing and maintaining the electrical systems. Under the
five-year plans, the power distribution system was upgraded by replacing the overhead power
lines by cable systems to provide reliability for the safety of thousands of people working
underground.

During early 1970, since the mining was depleting, the management was planning to
diversify the activities by introducing manufacturing the equipment for other mines in the
country. In addition, the company has been importing battery locomotives from Britain, causing
depletion in much needed foreign exchange. I was asked if these could be manufactured in our
workshops, and if possible to complete them in a year. In view of the damage already done to our
country, I said yes to both, without thinking the enormity of the project to design, develop,
manufacture in a period with untrained workers. I started figuring out the magnitude of the task:
a) New machinery, b) Floor space, c) Manpower,



Fortunately, I was asked by the Chairman/MD to report to him direct. He approved the
purchase orders on the spot without any questions. All the dead floor spaces were identified, and
some of the activities were grouped. The worker efficiency for maintenance and repairs was
below 30%, but improved to 95% or better by introducing incentive scheme. In addition, the
employees were encouraged to have Pride in replacing the foreign
equipment. It was amazing to see the hidden talents surfaced for
better production, and the workshops were brimming with
activities. The employees and their families were very pleased and |
happy with increased salaries.

Finally, the units were delivered as promised. In 1976, I left |
the country for USA, after spending my happiest last three years ,Q._
with friendly workers who were able to fulfill my dreams. In 1977, I ||
received, by mail, Shram Vir National Award from the Government
of India for increasing industrial efficiency and saving the foreign
exchange for the country.

My experience in USA in general, the companies employ more people when the economy
Improves, and lay off people when the Economy goes into recession, with no regard to the
welfare of the families. However, the companies in USA have been impressed with the Indian
engineers for their culture, sincerity, and high efficiency and the companies think twice before
they lay off an Indian. For lack of space, I stop at this point, from expanding into my experience,
hardships/successes in USA.
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TS: How do you comprehend the opportunities in the present time to that in your time?
Sundaram Sir: In my opinion, India has tremendous potential for growth, developments
and opportunities compared to any country on earth. When we] 7.
secured independence in 1947, the population was about 330 million,
now it is about 1320 million, about 4 times more. The average age of
50% of the population is only 25 yrs, the start of earning age,
resulting only few people will be dependents. Where as in USA, it is
the reverse; more population will be dependents, in future. Our '
younger generation has great opportunities anywhere on earth since
they are smart, intelligent, hardworking, and creative, and above all,
they have culture of honesty and respect. We observe the Indian
community in USA excel in all fields, but especially in technology, and they have more
opportunities popping up in robotics, artificial intelligence, and cloud computing etc.

TS: We are trying our bit to our college, helping in any way possible, any suggestions you

would like to give us.

Sundaram Sir:

e Alumni: UVCE has produced thousands of engineers who are spread all over the globe. It
would be very advantageous and helpful to reach out everyone, if possible. Alumni may start
contributions to the scholarship fund to help the students, and boost their morale.

e Management: To consider establishing a Research Department to include new field of
education such as Space Technology, Bioscience, study of our ancient heritage and culture. We
have observed that the professors and teachers were very efficient and hard working with
loving and caring, and it would be appropriate to compensate them adequately. It is the
general practice in other countries to provide opportunities in part timework for the students
to earn to supplement their finances.

e Students: Keeping good health is as important as getting good grades. Continuing to Practice
honesty, and respect to teachers and elders is as important as keeping good health. The
students need to remember that they are the best in the world and are the future of our
country. The best way to take control of their future is to exercise their right to vote and take
control of the politics and eliminate the corruption prevalent in the country.

I would like admire and pay tribute to one of my best friends Mr. MC Uthaiah. He was 57
batch, electrical, NCC under officer, Airforce to Air vice marshal. He had so much love and
affection for his friends in our batch, defended and served the country well.
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BWSSB GETS ITS FIRST WOMAN ENGINEER! PROUD UVCEIAN!

BENGALURU: Fifty-nine-year-old A V Chandraprabha has created history in the 54-year-
old Bangalore Water Supply and Sewerage Board (BWSSB). She assumed office as the first
woman engineer of the wastewater management department of the Board on May 2, thanks to
the Supreme Court directive slashing consequential seniority in promotions in state government
departments for specific categories.

One feels as if history is being witnessed when the name board of past incumbents behind
her present seat displays an all-male list with her name at the end. However, it will be a short
stint as she will retire on May 30 after 37 years of service. In 1981, Chandraprabha joined the
Water supply department as an Assistant Engineer in the Investigations and Design department.
After some training at the head office, this Electrical Engineering graduate was posted at
Tataguni pumping station, located 22 kms from Bengaluru. The engineer was the only woman
among nearly 150 BWSSB employees there. Maintenance of mammoth motors and pumps,
reading voltmeters, throttling valves and maintaining a log book of all readings was part of her
daily routine. She was literally on her feet all day.

Breaking ingrained patriarchal attitudes was her first challenge. The engineer vividly
remembers this incident in which she reprimanded one of the workers for handling the pumps in
a rough manner. Pat came the chap’s response to his lady boss, “What do you know about such
things?”

It is a different matter that Chandraprabha took hold of a big screwdriver lying in the
vicinity and told him in an authoritative tone, “You will do what I tell you. I have better technical
knowledge than you.” The individual mellowed down. A few colleagues then even ventured to ask
her, “What made you opt for a male profession like Engineering and not Medicine or teaching?”
After the Cauvery Second Stage was commissioned, she was put in charge of maintaining it as
well as the First stage.

Bitter opposition from
her relatives when she opted to
“study a course meant for ...
men” marked her entry into
her five-year B.E.degree at “
UVCE in Bengaluru, in 1975.§ 7
Her father, the late A.
Venugopal, a retired Army ==
soldier turned businessman, ""—
backed her dreams solidly. “My
mother D. Susheelamma
passed away when I was just 6
years. My father took on the ™SS :
role of a mother too for me, my older sister and younger brother and was a constant
encouragement,” she recalls nostalgically.

It has taken her a really long time to reach the top. BWSSB took 23 years to promote her
from the initial position to Assistant Executive Engineer in 2004. She took another ten years to
get promoted as an Executive Engineer. In 2017, she became an Additional Chief Engineer (ACE)
and finally Chief Engineer this month.

“I always wanted to do something which very few women would do. It is still to sink in
that I have actually done it now,” she says “I would like to emphasise that my male bosses were
very encouraging and offered me much support throughout,” the Chief Engineer adds. Another
interesting role she performed in the BWSSB was heading the committee which deals with sexual
harassment of women at the workplace for five years.

Source: Indian Express



