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EDITORIAL

The community of UVCE is one big family. Everytime, we have stumbled upon a member of
this family - the only thing we are capable of us is just being in awe of their journey and thoughts.
It is like an unending treasure trove - we learn so many different perspectives, hear so many
inspiring thoughts and feel proud every single time.

Unfortunately, we lost a dear member this last month - Dr. Sudhindra Haldodderi, Writer
and Former DRDO Scientist on July 2, 2021. He was from the batch of 1984 Mechanical. We vividly
remember how the Team first met him. Though many of us read some wonderful articles from
Sudhindra Sir in newspapers, we were not aware that he is our alumni until 2011. We spoke to
him and requested for an Editorial in Sampada (which was not even 2 years old then). But he did
not hesitate even for an instance as he was a person who wanted to encourage youngsters like us
and readily agreed to write for our Kannada Theme special edition. The tone of the Editorial too
(which you can read below) was so appealing to every kind of reader - current student or senior
alumni. That was the kind of brilliance he had as a writer.

Later, we had kept in touch with him, provided updates of our activities and he was always
supportive.

When we organized Sammilana the first time in 2014, an alumni meet, we invited him to be

part of the Panel Discussion. He was gracious to accept it, being well aware that it was a very
small event which a bunch of young alumni were hosting. He shared some amazing memories,
suggestions during the panel discussion - "Past, Present and Future of UVCE".
After this too, we had spoke to him few times and he had suggested us to keep doing the work
without expecting any returns in the short term. He also had mentioned he had seen few Sampada
editions and they were coming out well. We could not get him to attend the Centenary Events -
Marathon, Avalokana release, UVCE Payana - due to his prior commitments.

As mentioned, in 2011 for our Sampada Edition 22, Sudhindra Sir accepted our request to be the
guest editor and penned a beautiful editorial in Kannada. In our path to remembering him today,
here is the article for your read:
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UVCE GRADUATES ASSOCIATION VIRTUAL AGM

After 2 years of inception, UVCE Graduates Association had its first Annual General-Body
Meeting on 26th June 2021, in a first of its kind virtually. All the members were intimated 21
days prior via emails, WhatsApp messages and other channels.

The AGM was started sharp at 7PM IST via Google Meet, with the General Secretary,
Satish welcoming everyone to the online meet. After that, the list of alumni who left us in the
recent past was read out and 2 minute silence was observed. Next, the Meeting Notice was read
out by the Secretary and the President of UVCEGA, Major General Neelakantappa was requested
to address the participants. He mentioned about the UVCEGA inception and its objectives to the
members and requested their support to strengthen the organization and in turn UVCE.

Next, the General Secretary started the presentation which had the highlights of the
Working Report for the year 2019-20 and 2020-21. The members were provided with the details
of the Report before-hand. Key highlights are as follows:

e Membership Drive—Around 400 members in the first year and 300 more in the second year

e Sammilana - Engineers Day 2019 Event in which around 70 alumni from various batches
graced this occasion at the Century Club.

e Driving the efforts towards obtaining Autonomous status for UVCE

e Bringing VisionUVCE under the umbrella of UVCEGA as the “Communication Wing”

e Sampada 10th Anniversary event at the college

e Starting UVCE Entrepreneurs and Innovators Group

e EEE & ECE Alumni interaction with Faculty - Around 60+ alumni participated in the event and
interacted with the HoDs and were provided information on the current status of the
respective departments.

e Interaction with Autonomous Committee formed by Karnataka Govt

e Initiated UVCE Chronicles - Audio Podcasts and launch of UVCE Samparka - mobile app

¢ Online meeting with Faculty of UVCE and Monthly Meetings with UVCEGA Members

Next, on behalf of the Treasurer, Joint Secretary Lomesh KG presented the Income &
Expenses of UVCE for the FY 2019-20 and FY 2020-21. The Audited Report of the Balance Sheet
was included along with the Report sent to the members. Srikanth M from 1993 batch proposed
to pass the accounts and seconded by Ashok ML from 1976 batch and the same was adopted
unanimously. It was also mentioned that the Auditor—Prasanna Adiga has agreed to take a
nominal fee of Rs.1000/- for his services and the request to appoint him as the Registered
Chartered Accountant for the next year was placed in front of the members. It was accepted by
everyone and it will be incorporated accordingly.

After this, the plan for the current year i.e 2021-22 was mentioned by the Secretary and
the Estimated Annual Budget for the FY 2021-22 was proposed by Joint Secretary. In the current
scenario, it was agreed by everyone that it looks a good direction to move ahead. The details of
the both were provided in the Report. Some of the members wanted to discuss few points about
UVCE and the alumni involvement in general, which was agreed by the President to be
deliberated once the AGM was concluded officially.

An appeal was made to everyone present to join hands in the Membership Drive and get
involved in the Association activities by the Secretary and he proposed the Vote of Thanks to
everyone for attending the Virtual AGM inspite of their busy schedule and various challenges. The
President of UVCEGA declared that the first Virtual AGM was officially closed at 8:15PM IST.



IN CONVERSATION WITH PROF R NATARAJAN

Team Sampada: Sir, could please tell our readers about
yourself and your career journey so far.
ProfRN: 1 joined UVCE for my B.E Degree Mechanical
Engineering in 1957 and graduated in 1961 securing the First
Rank in the Final Exams and received three Prizes. During that
period, Mechanical Engineering was a very popular branch, and
in the tradition of my father and a couple of cousins who also
graduated in Mechanical Engineering from UVCE, I was keen to
study Mechanical Engineering.

Since my aspiration was to pursue higher studies and
become a Professor, I had two choices: either join the Technical
Teachers Training Program for a three-year master’s degree or

the Indian Institute of Science, then a world-renowned
Institution, in the Department of Power Engineering for a two-year master’s degree. I sought the
advice of Dr A Ramachandran, the then HoD at IISc and chose to study at the IISc. I had two six-
month stints after my ME degree at the Tata Power Co., Bombay and Birla Institute of Technology
(as it was known then), Pilani as a faculty member; my father was a professor there.

I had been applying to foreign Universities and from among those which offered me
admission as well as a Teaching/Research Fellowship, I chose to join the University of Waterloo
in Canada. I completed a Master of Applied Science and PhD degrees. During my Post-Doctoral
fellowship, I visited India and while visiting IIT Madras, attended interview for a faculty
position; Dr A Ramachandran was the Director of the Institute at that time. In weighing the pros
and cons, along with parents and family members, I decided to accept this position. And I spent
the next three decades at IIT Madras; progressing to Professor and holding almost all academic
and administrative positions, such as Chairman of the Continuing Education Centre, Dean of
Student Affairs, Hostel Warden, and extra - curricular responsibilities, such as President of the
Faculty Association, and of the Staff Club. I was appointed Director in 1995, and on completion of
my term of five years, was selected for a second term. In the meantime, I was selected as
Chairman of the All-India Council for Technical Education, which I accepted and spent three
years in Delhi.

Since completion of my term in 2001, I am occupied in several national and international
academic and leadership activities. I am currently residing in Bangalore, in Malleswaram .

TS: What is the most memorable thing about UVCE for you? What kind of a role did it play in
your life?

ProfRN: It was UVCE which introduced me to Engineering and prepared me for entry to
higher education. There is a number of established traditions and good practices which you
imbibe while at the college, and which help you in later years as you progress through your
professional career.

TS: Any fond memories of your student life that bring a smile or laugh to you?

ProfRN: I was a day-scholar, and probably missed out on a number of extra-curricular activities
and fun. We used to carry our drawing boards and T-squares from home (I was staying in NR
Colony then) and cycle to the college and back; we were proud to show off that we were
engineering students! During lunch break, in addition to the College Cafeteria, we favored the
many neighbouring restaurants.



TS: Every time we do our research on our UVCE alumni, we seem to always notice that yours
is most elite batch as most of the 1961 Batch alumni hold notable high offices and have the
greatest achievements to their name. What do you have to say about your batch?

ProfRN: It is true that many of us from the 1961 batch have done well in our careers. I believe it
is a combination of coincidence, individual choice, available opportunities, a changing perception
that a government job (say in the PWD or Electricity Board or a PSU) is not the only option,
higher education enhances employability.

TS: As a former AICTE Chairman and IIT facilitator, what according to you do think should be
the focus of curriculum for engineering students today?

ProfRN: There is a host of factors which have undergone rapid and transformative changes in
the years following our graduation. The cohorts entering Engineering Colleges belong to Gen Z,
with their distinctive features; the job and professional requirements have undergone disruptive
changes; the ecosystem in which we work and practise our profession has changed beyond
recognition. This means that business-as-usual and education-as usual need to be given a
thorough overhaul; this includes the various systems and processes, including content (curricula)
and pedagogy. What we learn, how we learn and how we assess the outcomes, all have to be
aligned with a new set of educational goals and strategies.

TS: What are your pointers or suggestions to faculty or alumni to improve the standards of
UVCE?

ProfRN: Several attempts have been made in this direction: Advisory Committees headed by
Dr MR Srinivasan, Dr VK Aatre, and the latest by Prof S Sadagopan; As TEQIP Mentor over a few
years I have been offering periodic mentorship. So a lot of recommendations and suggestions are
available. What are lacking are political will; implementation strategies; collaboration and
cooperation among the academics, bureaucrats and political leaders; and abandoning
complacency, and developing a sense of urgency.

WHAT NEXT SAMPADA?
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TRIBUTES TO SSK: THE CLAW GURU OF LCA TEJAS

India’s top-notch flight control engineer Dr S Srinath Kumar
(popularly known as SSK) passed away on 19 May 2021 following a
stroke. He was 81 years old.

SSK joined National Aerospace Laboratories (NAL), Bangalore
in 1961 after a degree in Electrical engineering from Bangalore |J
University. His initial activities at NAL were to learn use of sensors
and closed loop control applicable to wind tunnels.
He left NAL to pursue his Masters in Hawaii (1973) and Doctoral §
work in Oklahoma (1976), where he worked on Eigen system
approach to Modern control. Two stints of NRC fellowships at NASA
matured him further as a controls engineer.

After his return to NAL in 1978, he was mandated to work on
aircraft flight, even though there were no obvious programs in
sight. Nonetheless, he lost no time to get deep into the field of Atmospheric Flight Mechanics,
Parameter identification, Human Machine interface issues and aircraft Handling-qualities, in a bid

to prepare for possible future aircraft flight control programs. He was soon asked to take up the
position as Head of the newly created Flight Mechanics &amp; Control Division (1991), with a
team of youngsters. By 1992, India was ready to invest into the indigenous LCA development
program. Dr Srinath Kumar was tasked by Dr A P J Abdul Kalam (then Scientific Advisor to Defence
Minister) to lead the LCA Control Law (CLAW) team consisting of members from NAL, ADA, HAL,
IAF and ADE. Under his able guidance, the team successfully accomplished the synthesis of digital
quadruple redundant LCA fly-by-wire flight control laws. Thanks to the immense contribution
from his team, LCA witnessed its successful first flight on 4 January 2001, a major first time
achievement in India.

Undeniably, his engineering acumen has given the country a product that every Indian is
proud of. He retired in 2000, but continued to pursue his personal interest in Eigen systems
research by writing a Monograph on Eigen structure and control algorithms, that was published by
the Institute of Engineering and Technology, London, UK in 2011. Application of this approach to
helicopter flight control is unique. He created a website where he freely distributed all his
Publications, Matlab codes to interested parties. This site attracted thousands of hits,
communications and transfers of code internationally. His numerous technical papers in peer
reviewed international journals bear testimony of his seminal contribution to modern control
engineering.

Dr Srinath Kumar was always very polite and soft spoken, and never openly critical. He
would encourage and motivate youngsters to take up challenging work. His first reaction to a
presentation would be “fantastic”; but his team members knew that the gap between his first and
last “fantastic” could be long and tortuous. His passion and patience, backed by his tremendous
knowledge and practical approach to problem solving was simply unmatched. His friendly,
unassuming nature and great humility, endeared him to all who worked with him. He was always
too modest in accepting accolades for his own work and achievements, and would often say: "I did
not do anything, you people did all that."

Dr Srinath Kumar was undoubtedly India’s most accomplished flight control engineer. He
will always be remembered for his immense contributions to LCA flight control laws. With his
passing away, an era has come to an end. We join the aerospace community to pay our respectful

obeisance to this remarkable scientist and engineer.
(The author is the former Director, National Aerospace Laboratories, Bangalore. He is also among the Mentors of Inspired Indian
Foundation.)

- Shyam Chetty (Source: Click Here)
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NAMMA UVCE

As promised, Team SAMPADA never misses on updating our readers about the renovation in
progress at namma UVCE. Here are some recent photographs:




MILAGRO 2021

Fouzan: How does one embark on the journey of organizing a massive inter-college Virtual
Cultural Extravaganza?

Team Adhamya: Before embarking on the organizing journey, we
recognized the importance of MILAGRO to UVCE. MILAGRO was first held
in 1994, by students who aimed to inculcate this cultural celebration into
the lives of UVCEians and 26 years later, it still has the same aim and has
come to be one of the biggest platforms in Bangalore for doing so. A
student from the Batch of 2020 had expressed to Team Adhamya about
how the one thing he wishes he could have celebrated and enjoyed is
MILAGRO 2020, which unfortunately couldn’t take place as it was
scheduled to happen in the very nascent stages of the Indian Lockdown
and the concept of a virtual cultural fest was thought to be far too
unexplored. Team Adhamya was then set on hosting MILAGRO in 2021 as scheduled. Prior to this,
UVCE Adhamya had organized one other large-scale online event, Vaibhava. With the knowledge
and expertise we acquired through that event, we had a list of tasks we knew we had to get through
and had a small idea of the potential challenges we could face. Additionally, we have a few
members on our team who were active in putting together IMPETUS 2021, which also happened
online. Keeping all the above in mind we went about spreading the word for Milagro Coordinators,

Organizers, Volunteers and so on.

Being a first-year student, was the importance and impact of MILAGRO conveyed through this
year’s iteration in your opinion?

Fouzan: I think students in college love the idea of an inter-college cultural event, as this means
watching talents from various colleges come to ours and compete. This feeling is enjoyed by every
UVCEian. But I feel this year, with this Cultural Extravaganza being virtual, some of the impact may
have dissipated. However, the build-up to the week before the final 2 day event was rather
entertaining and exceeded my expectations. At first, I was sceptical about how an online cultural
fest would pan out, but the curtain-raiser events were fun and I thoroughly enjoyed myself
participating in them. The fellow participants were very talented as well and it was thrilling to
watch them.

I’'m curious about what challenges you faced with the fest being held virtually?

Team Adhamya: While we did have prior experience with team members putting together a
successful virtual technical fest with IMPETUS, we recognized that the challenges faced by a virtual
technical fest are strikingly different from the challenges a virtual cultural fest could face. For
instance, while events like the Battle of the Bands have been an exceedingly popular event in
previous iterations of MILAGRO, such a performance is quite hard to implement in a virtual fest.
Even if all the performers in a band have excellent internet connectivity, if a spectator didn’t have
that, the whole experience would be highly unenjoyable. Events like Just a Minute, Vaksamara and
Lucidix that involved debate had to be thought over as well. Although video meeting platforms gave
us various tools to make the process of hosting a virtual debate smoother, there were still quite a
few limitations to this method, and it made the events deviate a little from how they’d normally be
in an offline event. Team Adhamya and the organizers still worked together to find the smoothest
way for the events to take place. Additionally, we found that it wasn’t just participants who were a
little hesitant with the idea of participating in a virtual MILAGRO, it was MILAGRO Coordinators as
well. Therefore, convincing students, alumni and faculty of the potential of having MILAGRO in this
format was another challenge we faced.

Were all these challenges we faced apparent to you as a spectator and participant of the fest?



Fouzan: As far as the flow of the events is concerned, it was rather smooth, interruptions only
being caused by inevitable network issues, and there definitely were a few. But taking this out of
the picture, never was the event dull, as there was always something playing for the audience to
enjoy. As far as my experience during events like Lucidix goes, I personally found it very much the
same as how it would have been offline, except I was not face-to-face with the participants.

I also feel the events were not promoted to the extent that they could’ve been.
What is the role of a participant in MILAGRO? Would you say it is an important role?

Team Adhamya: Well, sometimes the success of a fest is definitely equated to the number of
participants and spectators of the fest. This can in turn reflect on the enthusiasm of the organizing
institution’s student community. Hence, we would say that participants, their participation and
their enthusiasm and energy is crucial to drive a fest. More participation also means more healthy
competition for each event of the fest that could make an event more fun and thrilling. More
participation would also allow the resources put in for a fest, i.e., time and money to name some, to
be used most efficiently for the benefit of the entire
student community that attend the fest.
Considering these points, we do feel that we didn’t
quite hit the mark with the number of participants |
that we could’ve had. This could be attributed to
the apprehension that students still have about a
virtual fest. It’s something we have analyzed and
hope to overcome in upcoming virtual events.

We would like to know if you felt included and an
important part of MILAGRO. Did you have any
takeaways?

Fouzan: Watching the 4th years go about the event in the ways that they did, really helped me gain
some perspective - with how confident they were and their polished talents that shone through in
these events. I was in awe of the organizers as well, with the way the whole fest was arranged. As
someone who wants to have more events in college and wants to be in their shoes, I found this
experience very insightful.

Team Adhamya: We’re glad to hear that you felt that way. Behind the scenes, of course, it was
quite different from your point of view. Day 1 saw around 250 students participate in events like
Talent Hunt where artists, musicians, dancers and more fought for the title of Best in show.
Participants for the day came from all over the state. Vaksamara organized by UVCE Chethana
invoked brilliant debates about Civil Services, Mythology. GenOrator saw students battle it out in
JAMs. The day ended with Lucidix, organized by UVCE Tatva, where students brought their A-game
with impersonations of famous personalities in debate. B Major also brought in singers from all
over the state to compete. Day 2 kicked off with Vaksamara and their final round of a fictional court
scene. Guess The Beat was also carried out with fans of music. The final round of Dichotomy was
also conducted, this event was conducted in collaboration with RUR Greenlife, a socio-
environmental organization that also sponsored the event to promote sustainability.

Do you have any pointers for us to better your experience at future iterations of MILAGRO?

Fouzan: I feel like Milagro ‘21 has been a treat. But one point I want to mention is I felt like we
were lost in a sea of events that our organizers had worked so hard to put together. Rather, what
many of us would appreciate is if we had slightly fewer but better-quality events - where the
concept of the game draws you in just a bit more than the last time. I’'m eagerly looking forward to
the next cultural event in college!

-Team Adhamya (Sanjana Ramesh & Varsha S Bhat) and Mohammad Fouzan, 1st Year ISE



UVCE VACCINATION DRIVE

A Vaccination Drive was organized in UVCE in coordination with BBMP. The main aim of this
Vaccination Drive was to vaccinate all the students and staff of UVCE and be prepared for offline
educational activities.

Interested students had to fill the registration form for the Vaccination Drive that was sent across
the official class groups. Students were later assigned to 4 different slots. On the day of
vaccination, students were tested for COVID-19. Further, the students were assisted during CoWin
portal registration. After receiving the vaccine, students were asked to wait in the Observation
Room for 20-30 minutes to check for side effects and to treat them immediately if any.

IEEE UVCE supported the Vaccination Drive throughout by helping in crowd management,
registration, cross verification of slots, etc.

Date: 5th July 2021

Time: 10:30 AM to 4:30 PM
Venue: UVCE Quadrangle
No. of participants: 251

UVCE CHRONICLES

Part 1 Part 2

SPOORTHY RAMAN - 5 PISODE 11

Our guest for this episode is Spoorthy Raman from the Batch of
2009, CSE. Today a science journalist, Spoorthy talks about being
driven by the need to bridge the gap between latest resources to the
common man. Join our host Prajwal K P as we talk to her about her
journey from UVCE to everywhere else, and take a page out of this
journalist’s book, quite literally!
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