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Chitra- I can’t be more happy and privileged than to be part of the editorial team of Sampada and specially overjoyed 

by the fact that the Sampada has successfully completed 4 years and I get to be a part of it! How can we make this 

48th edition of SAMPADA different? 

Satish - Lets have our conversation as Editorial and talk about SAMPADA’s journey so far and have a retrospection 

about it. Let the articles in this edition also be depicting the same. What say? 

Harsha - First of all, I'd like to congratulate every reader of Sampada and our team for never missing an edition in the 

last 4 years. When we started off, we were skeptical about monthly editions and had even thought of making it a 

quarterly magazine. But the past & present of UVCE has been so lively, so filled with memories, nostalgia and stories 

that, it has fuelled Sampada all the way till now and we are sure it will for the many editions to come.  

Yes the idea about an editorial coming from a conversation of three people involved with Sampada, sounds good to 

me. Lets take it ahead and we could also talk about the future of Sampada and how different we rewrite the fate of 

this tiny window to UVCE.  

Chitra- That’s a wonderful way to compile everything special about Sampada for it’s Edition 48! Then let the history 

begin from the top! Everything surely has a history or a reason with which it begins! Ever since I got acquainted with 

Sampada, it has always made me wonder about how Sampada actually started! How did this whole thing start?? 

Satish - We always felt that though we had accomplished fests, events & other stuff during our college days, College 

magazine was missing from our portfolio. So, once we had our VU website up in August, we brainstormed to have a e

-magazine sent to all registered VU members monthly. This decision was made during December 2009 end and the 

first edition came out on January 2010. Its better to hear from Harsha on this... 

Harsha - The first edition was a special one for us. If we look back, all the good things that have happened, have been 

because of those impulsive, well-meant decisions. One such thing was Sampada. We 

decided we will have a magazine about UVCE, we didn't have a concrete plan of a 

magazine either. If you look at the cover page, it looks as if somebody hand-painted 

it. But we scurried over to get the first edition out with contents about happenings 

within UVCE, some poetry by students, activities etc. The best part about starting 

Sampada was to reconnect the old UVCE with the current UVCE. We got hold of so 

many articles and pictures, we even shared an article about the 1920s in the first edi-

tion. Those are invaluable articles and it always feels happier to know the engineer's 

life almost 9 decades ago. When the first edition was received well, we were really 

happy and it re-assured us that UVCEians would want to know more about UVCE and here we are today 

Chitra – It’s great to know this incredible fact! Well Sampada successfully started off, but to complete four years? It’s 

not an easy journey! How did your journey with Sampada continue after the first edition? And also what were the 

odds you had to overcome to bring it this stage where today, Sampada has captured such a remarkable recognition 

from the students and the Alumni! 

Harsha - The sustenance of a magazine is always at the mercy of the readers. Our readers (UVCEians) have been  

super-generous with their feedback every now and then and that it almost alone has driven the magazine this long. 

There were moments when we never received any comments or feedback and we would ponder if readers do read 

Sampada, the next edition we would get positive comments praising our work. We owe it all to the UVCEians, for 

they who have nurtured it this long. We have received so many articles, pictures, moments from the readers and 

along with the bustling campus of UVCE have been like a renewable source of energy, with a endless list of activities 

within the campus, have been our sources. Another source was the old magazines. So many interesting stories, 

changing time-lines, ebullience and achievements. All these were factors that drove Sampada till today.  

EDITORIAL 
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Satish - Chitra, you have been associated with team from past 5-6 editions. You 

have not only written articles but also interacted with students and edited  

articles from their end. You will be aware of the heartbeat in the campus more 

than us. So, tell us what you think about SAMPADA? 

Chitra- When I joined UVCE I had completely no clue of Sampada’s existence. I 

always thought that in engineering there was no room for writing or anything. 

Then one day, one of my senior asked me if I was interested in submitting  

articles for college’s monthly magazine. I jumped at the offer and gave in my 

article! That was when I came to know that in UVCE, Sampada gave us a platform where we could pursue our passion 

for writing inspite of engineering and remain connected with everything happening on the campus! Ever since then I 

closely followed Sampada! With every edition it brought out the flavor of UVCE in a different way, keeping us  

updated about everything that happened in UVCE in detail, be it the fests, placements, events or many other things 

we many have not been aware of! Ever since my association with Sampada, I must say it’s been a wonderful addition 

to my life. Cause being part of the team makes me learn so much, coming up with ideas for every edition,  

collaborating with the team! Amidst this, fun has its way too! 

Harsha - According to me the journey so far has been very satisfying, loaded with gratefulness and mainly has been 

about confidence. To let know every UVCEian across the world about what is happening in the 15 acres of  

awesomeness in the heart of the city, responding to the needs and aspirations of the students, setting up interaction 

of students with alumni are the highs of working on Sampada. I still do read out some of the articles in previous  

editions again and again just so it makes us relive the best days of our lives.  

Satish - I agree with Harsha. I regularly browse through older editions of SAMPADA. I do it during designing new  

editions to make sure nothing is being repeated. For SAMPADA to sustain for a long run, we will need more hands 

joining in... They will need to carry the beacon ahead. Not only the current students, but also alumni will need to hop 

in to keep SAMPADA going. Team VisionUVCE will be there to support and plan, but SAMPADA should become  

everyone’s asset. Chitra, your thoughts about how to go forward for the upcoming editions of SAMPADA? 

Chitra- I think Sampada should be made more user focused and reach students at a closer level! We could probably 

add few more ideas to make Sampada even better and more interesting! Say, a column probably called “The Career 

Talk” can be started where every month, students can be given an insight about the various professions they can get 

into with their degree like the army, civil services and so on. Or clearing the dilemma about students aiming to  

pursue post graduate studies in India or abroad! When we join UVCE, we are mesmerized by it’s enormous and rich 

history! Not a decade or two, nearly 100 years of history, 100 batches, millions of students have passed out, a million 

stories connected to UVCE and the classrooms! Nothing more would interest the readers than reading a column with 

the never heard stories of UVCE which maybe funny, guiding, filled with zeal, interesting!  

Harsha - Yes.! More interaction with our readers, more people following Sampada are some things that need to  

happen for Sampada to grow and sustain. The magazine would be very lively with articles being contributed in the 

current phase by our readers and inspire others to do the same. Let us sit back, discuss and finalize on some of the 

ideas where we could make Sampada, a more interactive, more user-derived content magazine and more colourful. 

Again, lets thank all our readers and wish them HAPPY and PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR  
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On this January 5th, 1963-64 Batch UVCE Alumni celebrated Golden Jubilee Celebration in Century Club, 

for which few of us from VisionUVCE Team members were eye-witnesses. Here are few photos of the 

event. A detailed report in the next edition of SAMPADA  

GOLDEN JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS—63-64 BATCH 

 

Just as soon as the timetable got out, UVCE that was buzzing with the sound of students has suddenly 

gotten all silent. Students are found running around for xeroxes of notes, question papers etc. Few are 

found doing combined study for lab and theory exams. The exam fever is on already. Crying for the  

subjects that are tough and thinking about exams, the fear has also set in already ! Hopefully, each of us 

will be able to get through with flying colours. Wishing all UVCEians all the very best for exams!   

-Vidhya K Pai, 5th Sem ISE 

The campus was filled with students in fretting mood this month. Major complaint being that the 

party mood has been put on a hold due to the exams. This month also saw the results being an-

nounced. The senior students looked like they were in a pickle. It was fun for us juniors to watch 

them strut about the college while cursing the board. And then came fee payment! The most hor-

rid thing that a person can witness in UVCE is probably the queue for fee payment! All in all this 

month was pretty bland. Almost as if the universe was balancing out the fun we had throughout 

this semester with this single month. As the saying goes, ”before the reward there must be labor”. 

So I guess this month of tension is our labor for the reward called next sem! 

-Shravan Kashyap, 1st Sem CSE 

Exams is what we hear everywhere !Total chaos in the campus, people running around to get their 

admissions done ,to pay their examination fees, waiting for hall tickets and what not . Among all 

these we find few nerds getting too worried about wasting time in college , few cool dudes worrying 

about not knowing the syllabus while others being pretty chilled out knowing what uvce is 

"Admissions aytha?  Hall ticket siktha? " are the common questions now If your answer is "illa" then 

brace yourself to be the butt of the joke and laugh along with the others  . If it is "aythu" , you can 

see ppl looking at you as though you are an alien.  Ufffff!  Whatever it is , however it is  we still say 

UVCE is the BEST. 

-Chaithanya Rai K, 3rd Sem ECE 

CAMPUS SAYS 
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STORY OF BEGINNING OF OUR COLLEGE - SAMPADA-6 

Long, long ago………  

 To give relief to the public affected by the great famine of 1882, rural irrigation and other 

projects including the laying of railway line between Bangalore and Mysore were undertaken.  

Mysore State was well known for irrigation works. In the early days, Public Works Department was 

manned by importing some engineers from outside the state. The posts of the Chief Engineer and 

the Deputy Chief Engineer were held by European officers, some of 

whom were from the Corpos of Royal Engineers of the British Army 

and amongst these Col.Bewan distinguished himself with his  

organizing capacity. 

A number of projects were taken up. To meet the increased demand 

for Engineers and to give an opportunity to the boys of Mysore, a  

College of science was started and Engineering was taught there. It 

was wound up after training a batch or two. Later, to meet the needs of personnel for replacement 

due to retirement etc., selected science graduates were sent to the Engineering colleges at Madras 

and Poona. they were awarded stipends or scholarships. 

 When Sir M Visvesvaraya who succeeded late Capt. Dawes- who 

met his end under tragic circumstances- as Chief Engineer, was  

appointed as Diwan, with his characteristic zeal he submitted proposals 

for the rapid development of irrigation and power resources of the State 

and for starting Industries and enlarging of the communication systems. 

Several meter gauge and narrow gauge lines were constructed and a 

separate department was opened. In the field of irrigation, the Vanivilas Sagar Works which was 

the biggest one at the time was taken up as an irrigation cum power project. This is the first  

multi-purpose project in India and perhaps in the world. 

These activities in the new field of industry gave rise to a great demand for skilled workers and  

supervisors. To meet this demand, the Government in 1913 or so, started the Mechanical  

Engineering School at Bangalore with the late S V Shetty, as its Superintendent. He was a member 

of the PWD and was deputed for training as an Electrical Engineer to Faraday House, London. On 

his return, he was deputed to the Electrical Department and hence lent to the Educational  

Department. 

 To give a fillip to higher education and to enable Mysore boys to play their part in the Engi-

neering field, the Mysore University was started in 1916 as a unitary type. Along with the birth of 

the University, the College of Engineering was also established at Bangalore in 1917, as some  

facilities regarding accommodation and works had already existed at the School of Engineering.  

According to Govt order, the College was only temporarily located at Bangalore. To start with  

tuition and training were given only in two branches of Engineering, 

namely, Civil and Mechanical Engineering. 

 It is not to be expected that such far reaching proposals as to  

establish a University and an Engineering College would run a smooth 

course. Many influential quarters did not react favorably to the idea. There 

were also quite a few who would thwart the attempt, if they could. But the 

proposals had been made by Sir M  Visvesvaraya, our Diwan at that time, 

who the public and posterity of Mysore have more reasons than one to be grateful for. They had 

also the approval and the powerful backing of Sir Sri KrishnaRaja Wodeyar, our beloved Maharaja 

who had implicit confidence on his Diwan.  

 No wonder all oppositions and obstacles could easily melt away. The institutions were  

established as per proposals. 
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 The Mechanical Engineering School was started in 1913. The required 

buildings were put up between the Cenotaph Road and the Post Office Road. 

This is the beginning of the present main building of the College facing the  

Sri Krishnarajendra Circle. Only a frontage and a short length of the wings on  

either side were constructed. 

 The Central portion now housing the library was also put up at that 

time. Some structures and shades were put up to house some shops, smithy, 

carpentry and so on. 

 When the college was started all these came in handy and served as a nucleus around which one could  

build to secure the necessary accommodation.  

It was also convenient in a way, since at that time the Engineering School and the College had to work in  

co-operation, the shops and equipment of one being used by the other. 

 On the western side of the Post Office Road, at its junction with Sheshadri Road in the same K.R.Circle, the 

then Electrical Department had put up some buildings, car barn as in those days the Department had planned to run 

a tram way service in the City. It is of historic interest to note that the necessary equipment had actually been  

ordered and even shipped from the U.S.A. The famous German raider Emden had torpedoed the Ship. It was the  

period of the First World War. The equipment and the ship and along with them the plan to have tramway in  

Bangalore all went to the bottom of the sea for ever. 

Anyway these buildings were acquired for the use of college. From these small beginnings the present complex of 

buildings on either side of the Post Office Road has grown up. There is now a proposal to have a separate University 

campus. In due course the College will find its new habitation amidst sylvan, verdant surroundings far removed from 

the hustle and bustle of the city. 

 Sri K. R. Sheshachar, an illustrious alumni of the Madras University was  

appointed as the first Principal. He modeled the courses on the Madras pattern with 

some modifications. Madras unlike the other neighboring University of Bombay had 

a four years course after intermediate. The Mysore University had not instituted the 

two year intermediate course for those wishing to join the University but had a 

year’s course after SSLC and an University entrance examination. The courses for 

B.E degree examination extended over a period of 4 years after entrance. There 

were only two sections, namely Civil and Mechanical Engineering as in Madras. 

 The Madras Engineering College had its own examination and was awarding diploma to those who had 

passed in the College examination which gave great prominence to class work. Such students who wished to  take 

the degree sat for the University B.E examination in addition. Mysore University being a teaching University, the  

College examination did not find a place, but in the scheme of examination itself about one third of the aggregate 

marks was set apart for class work and tests. Originally, like the sister University, there were only two examinations, 

the first one held at the end of the second year and final at the end of the final or the fourth year. Subjects were 

grouped into three with minima for each group and a higher percentage in the aggregate for a pass. Class record 

marks were included in each of the groups.  

 Somewhere about 1924 or so a third department, namely, Electrical Engineering was added thanks to the 

efforts of Late Mr. S.G Forbes, who was then Chief Electrical Engineer and Sri S.A Ramaswamy Iyer, the then Princi-

pal. Mysore University was the first in India to have a separate Degree awarded in Electrical Engineering. This threw 

an additional financial burden on the University, whose finances were already under strain.   

GROWTH OF OUR COLLEGE - SAMPADA-7 
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TRACING PRIVATE PREM ANANT NARIAN– SAMPADA-7 

As stated elsewhere the College had no union of its own till 1947. There was a common Union for this College and the 

Central College. It was little inconvenient for students of this College to make good use of the Union  

facilities both on account of the distance and special hours of work in the College. In 1974 Colleges got separate  

Unions for themselves. The Engineering College Association was dissolved and merged with Engineering College  

Union managed under University auspices. 

The Old Boys of the College had long felt the need for an Association which would enable them to keep in touch with 

their Alma Mater and afford them an opportunity of coming in contact with one another. The desire was keener after 

the merger of the College Association with the College union as noted above. The idea was then discussed among 

several past students locally and informal discussions on the desirability and feasibility of forming an Old Boys  

Association were also held with the several past students who came down to Bangalore on leave or in connection 

with several professional; conferences, meetings, committees etc.  

 Finally an organizing committee was formed in March 1949 with Prof. 

C Gopalakrishna as Chairman to consider the ways and means of forming 

such an Association. This committee endorsed the need for an  

association and setup sub-committees to go into the  

questions of fees, fiancé, memberships etc. 

 The Principal of the College of Engineering and the President of the 

Engineering College Union were ex-officio members of the  

Committee. The Managing Committee at its first sitting decided to change 

the name of the Association to “The Alumni Association”. 

 He was from Mechanical Engineering 1974 Batch ….. 

 Prem left the college in 1971 to join Indian Navy. Got his training in Missile boats at Kochi. Joined Naval Flying 

and was on VIKRANT, last known. No news travelled for decades, till we got a miracle called Internet. No leads , but 

the will to Trace him was strong. I sent mass mails through a friend who was a Major General Retd to all his friends . 

In turn they got me to some 56-58 yrs age group Naval commanders . 

 A mail read- “ I know a Prem Narian ex naval officer in Goa , his land line is here for you.”There was the  

number , which I was impatiently waiting for….. 

 So, with high hopes, I called up this gentleman , in Goa he said " I am Prem Narian but not from UVCE. Are you look-

ing for Air Commodore Narian.?”  ( How do I know if this UVCE nut has become an Air Commodore) I said “I guess so”. 

Is he tall" yes" Lanky "yes" dark in colour YESSS.  

 Well here is the phone no of the Naval Base of GOA. Tell them you want Commodore Narian’s phone no.  

 I called up Naval Base Goa , They were hesitant , but on a parallel line they spoke to the Air Commodore, if 

they could part with his Residence No. On his approval was I given his land line. I gave him the SHOCK of his life .  

I cant share in writing the HAPPINESS that I got on that day.  

AIR COMMODORE, Lt Gen Indian Army,  Cols Retd are from 1974 batch Mech UVCE  

 Be Proud of this rich Heritage  

VIRAT SARIN 
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 There are a lot of newspapers, newsletters and magazines available today, keeping everyone updated on the latest 

news and developments the world over, but as an engineering student, not much of what I read ever really affected me. How do 

I go about tapping my skills? How can I take advantage of an opportunity with my negligible experience? My search ended when 

I found SAMPADA, the online newsletter from Vision UVCE, for the students and alumni of our college. Its publishing team put in 

every effort to bring out every edition without fail, contacting alumni and students to give inputs so that the readers get a  

general picture of life of both during and after college. From information pertaining to the fifties batch, to placement details of 

the present, from the story of how Milagro or Inspiron began, to the most recent one, or perhaps you wish to read a little bit 

about an alumnus and their thoughts in Parichaya, everything is covered in each successive edition offering a different reading 

experience each time, still remaining true to its purpose. A bridge between many generations, open to anyone with interest, not 

just to read but also for their contributions. I only wish that more could be done to increase its readership among the students, 

when most spend a lot of time online. 

Jithin Joseph, 7th Sem ECE 

 

 Its really a great effort by the VisionUVCE Team to bring in front the UVCE campus on our desk! It reminds us back in 

campus feeling and recalls our college days. 

The efforts for collecting the Scholarship fund was appreciable and continue the good work! Looking forward for the continued 

editions of Sampada throughout and reaching all our Alumni's worldwide. Its a good effort, keep up the good work. 

Ganesh Shanubhogue, ECE-2002 

 

 It has been a great experience to me as an Alumni of UVCE, since the first Sampada and month after month. I have been 

regularly and eagerly waiting for the Sampada one publish after another. Great job by the team and by best wishes are with you 

the team.  

 I have a suggestion to make, can you have interviews with the Alumni Faculty members of UVCE and include in the Sam-

pada every month, subject they agreeing to this. You could also think of organizing a small monthly or quarterly meet with the 

Alumni's and the present students, if it is not happening. I look forward for many more Sampada’s in the future and my heart 

goes with it. 

 D.Dwarakanath , 1975 Batch Electrical & Electronics 

 

 Happy to hear that SAMPADA is completing four years of its great job in providing canvas for the hands  

of both alumni and UVCE students. Last edition was really good with many interesting/inspiring columns.     . 

 We thank the whole team for reconnecting us to UVCE through this channel. I just hope.... 

ಎಲ�ರ ಈ b u s y  l i f e  ಮದ�,�ಮ� ಈ f u l l  o n  e n e r g y  ಇಂದ… ಸಂಪದ ಇನೂ� ಎ�ೊ�ಂದು 

ಕ�ೆಗ��ೆ, �ಷಯಗ��ೆ , ನಸು ನಗುಗ��ೆ ,event ಗ��ೆ , ಸ� �ೆನಪ�ಗ��ೆ,ಸುಂದರ ಬರಹಗ��ೆ ಕನ���ಾಗ�. 

Shwetha Wodeyar, 2008 ISE 

 

 I have been contributing articles for Sampada for nearly 3 years now and i can clearly feel it growing in stature with 

every passing moment. For me SAMPADA is synonymous to OPPURTUNITY. The great window that it has been for the outside 

world to take a peek at the lives of UVCEians, it has also regularly provided the students a chance to express themselves. Thank 

you SAMPADA and hope you keep growing and touching lives of people! 

-Abhishek Chakma, 5th Sem ECE 

SAMPADA—BOOMERANG 
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 Sampada has been an interesting mode of engagement for VisionUVCE to pursue. The idea of a magazine is not new, but 

the goal of keeping alumni abreast of what's going on in the college and having current students themselves write about the  

goings on was a great idea. As a magazine, Sampada has evolved over the 4 year period by leaps and bounds. The first edition set 

the tone in early 2010, covering topics from Mega Reunion and current events, to including articles and ideas for the future. 

While it lacked consistency early on in its presentation, the magazine was slowly finding its ground and has, in later editions, visu-

ally provided a consistent experience, making it easier to consume and more engaging to read. 

 I remember how, during my college days, we were always wondering why there was no college magazine or no avenues 

to learn about what people in different parts of the college do, what they think. I am sure the students today appreciate the  

VisionUVCE team in their efforts. Through Sampada, the team has provided them a platform to do something that is actually  

useful. Kudos. 

4 years and 48 editions is a great journey. One that, I am sure, was filled with a lot of dedication, hard work, apprehension,  

frustration, elation and smiles.  

Keep them coming! 

- Girish C S, 2009 ISE 

HUMOUR @ UVCE 
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TEETHING TWENTIES !!!! 

 I thank you most sincerely for inviting me to preside over today’s function and address you this evening. 

Even ordinarily it gives one great pleasure to meet an old friend and to a greater degree in meeting an intimate 

friend after a longtime. This is an occasion for meeting many old friends all together; and in the very home that  

nurtured us and gave us birth in our professional career. To me who has spent most of my working life (after leaving 

this College) outside the Mysore State, the pleasure is multiplied a hundredfold. I am, therefore, deeply grateful to 

you for providing this opportunity of enjoying the company of teachers, classmates, fellow students and subsequent 

generations of students. This occasion brings all old students of various ages and groups into one common level of 

children of the same mother, bound by the same bond of love. 

 The quality of this love does not depend on the degree of successful career in the College, Class or in the 

field or in the fortunes of life. To each one, the College has given the opportunity to set himself on his feet. An old 

friend who did not even complete the college course has just written to me recalling the great time he had in our 

college. This common love of the Alma Mater bubbling through our hearts is really an expression of the esteem, 

gratitude and pleasure we have for the privilege of meeting great minds that shaped our careers, for the ability and 

character put into us for confidently going through the rugged path of life and the association with many friends 

whose company has made life worth-living. 

 The starting of the Mysore University was itself one of the farsighted and courageous steps taken our  

illustrious countryman Sir.M.Visvesvaraya that has helped so much in developing a distinctive personality of our own. 

The functioning of the engineering college the very next year, no doubt drawing inspiration from the same great  

engineer, was a landmark in the educational history. Doubting Thomases who could not reconcile themselves to this 

venture were surprised especially when the number of admissions to the first year class was as many as forty, it 

really contributed young men who could not be employed by the Mysore Government either easily. In 1921 when 

the first batch of students came out of the college to face the world, an unexpected situation developed itself and 

rendered it impossible for the State Government to offer employment to any but two who had been guaranteed the 

posts. However, the enterprise of the students who had in the training was such that quite a few of them ventured 

outside Mysore to seek employment. Thus although in the past a few young graduates who had secured high places 

in competitive examinations, had gone outside Mysore for employment the credit for starting the export, if I may say 

so, of educated young men as a regular feature generally, must go to this College. 

 I often wonder if any other Engineering College has been started under more appropriate conditions. 

Founded by an Engineer himself, the College Class rooms which were under construction were also practical lessons 

of the building art. The students had to dodge the scaffoldings or falling mortar from the extension under  

construction, to the building of the Mechanical Engineering School, which acted as foster mother by so willingly  

placing its workshop and staff at the disposal of the new infant college. I do not know if any other Engineering  

College in India had until then included” General and Business Economics” in its curriculum of studies. 

 Of the teachers one thinks naturally of the man who cheerfully shouldered the brunt of building up the  

College, at practically no notice, from nothing, to a great institution. Mr. K.R.Seshachar was the person who took 

charge of the baby and nursed it so industriously, loving and skillfully. We are all, I am sure, so glad to see him quite 

hale and hearty and taking a keen interest in the old students. He is known to recognise his old students by their  

little mannerisms. The College under his charge was a happy and intimate family in the first few years as the  

students were very few and the teachers knew every one intimately. Mr. Seshrichar was generally  

thought to be a serious man but I think he could not always keep his sense of humour completely subdued.  

Just before the first Intermediate Engineering examination, he walked into the Drawing Hall to inspect 

MEMOIRS FROM OLD COLLEGE MAGAZINES 
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 the drawings that the students had prepared during the two years. One of the students proudly showed his first 

sheet of elaboratory drawn block letters. Mr. Seshachar thought that this was a waste of time and quietly remarked 

“give it to you first born child.” His mastery of the subjects he taught was well known and I think a joke used to go 

round that if he ever sat for the examination none of the students in the class would have the chance of securing the 

first place. 

 The next in our memory is Mr.S.V.Setty. To me he had always represented the best combination of Indian 

European Cultures. A strong disciplinarian and a stickler to punctuality he was at the same time outstandingly Indian 

in his dress, talk and outlook of life.  

 Mr.S.RaghavendraRao was a personality all his own. His sharp intelligence and pointed wit used to keep the 

class fully attentive. The days he did not come prepared to the class where the ones most enjoyable. As a contrast 

he could on some days make the lectures heavy and learned too. But he was best known I think for his great sense of 

humor and ability to banter students out of any situation. He knew exactly how an engineering college had to be 

run, and often disarmed every student by his sincerity and candour. To one student who wished to evade the  

workshop, he quietly told him of his 

experience in the same direction when he was also a student, and how he regulated it later. There were other  

teachers too, and I think mention may be made of Mr. S. Rama- swamy, who used to inspect survey parties, riding 

on a black horse, which was quite popular with the students—at least for the hair from its tail and all the prismatic 

com- passes had a habit of being bereft of the hairlines whenever he came on his horse. 

K N RANGA RAO 

 

THE FORTUITOUS FIFTIES !!! 

I am extremely happy to learn that the University Visvesvaraya College of Engineering, Bangalore has  

completed 85 years of its existence and a Commemorative Volume is being brought out on the occasion. 

I had the privilege of doing my BE degree course in Mechanical Engineering at UVCE during the years  

1957-1961. It already had a great name and Prof. B.R Narayana Iyengar was the Principal and Professor of  

Mechanical Engineering at that time. He was a great personality- academically, as a teacher and as a human being, 

he and the rest of the staff took considerable interest in the new students and helped us adjust to the new  

atmosphere of professional college. We learnt a variety of new subjects – some well and some not so well. For me, 

staying in the hostel, joining NCC and going to camps and participating in extra-curricular activities like debates was 

all part of learning and growing up. I should thank the college immensely for the foundation it laid for my further 

professional growth. 

Time has moved on. The engineering technology has changed enormously. There is great responsibility on 

colleges like UVCE to bring out first rate engineering graduates who can quickly get into modern technological fields. 

Teaching and research must go further for this. Modern equipment becomes essential for training students to a 

higher level of competence. There is an urgent need for colleges like UVCE to increase their interactions with the 

excellent institutes of higher learning, well equipped R&D laboratories and modern high technology industries that 

exist in Bangalore. New initiatives need to be taken and I am sure UVCE and Bangalore University are fully aware of 

this. 

Let me once again wish all the best to my alma mater and trust that it will be one of the best institutions in the  

country in the years to come.  

T.S Prahlad 

Distinguished Scientist, N AL  
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BLACK & WHITE BATCH PHOTOGRAPHS  

First Batch of Students in Mechanical Lab 1921 1959 EEE Batch 

1968-69 Golden Jubilee Batch 1974 EEE Batch 

1974 ECE Batch 1975 ECE Batch 

1975 EEE Batch 1982 EEE Batch 
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SAMPADA EDITIONS SO FAR 

 



 
BANGALORE UNIVERSITY, LETHARGY AND REPERCUSSIONS 

Dear Bangalore University, 

  Thank you for finally declaring our results. I was beginning to wonder if UVCE has been actually erased from 

your rolls (because some sloppy bozo happened to doze off while updating the 2 foot long, enlisted colleges- list but not 

before hitting the delete button by mistake) or was it supposed to be a prolonged prank on the UVCE-ians who await 

the results even though they know it’s not coming any time soon (how cute right?)! 

  I am a little angry with you though. I didn’t expect to “barely pass” in all the subjects. I had prepared thoroughly 

for the even semester exams (after apparently sleeping my way through the odd sem) and I remember writing the  

papers with supreme confidence… um… wait… Did I? Sorry! That was a blind statement, I don’t really remember, it’s 

been a while now (I have faint memories of writing the exam in June… or maybe July… well whatever)! However, I 

couldn’t find a plausible reason why a handful (I am being generous, read top 3) of students still managed to score 80+ 

percentages while the rest of us sprawled around the 60’s. And then I couldn’t help raising my eyebrows a little more 

when I found that these students are the ones who got similar scores in the previous semesters too!!! So… Did I not try 

to improve myself at all? Oh no… there comes the wave of depression… Class topper all through school… enters college 

life and bam! My life is suddenly in ruins. But… I distinctly remember spending night after night trying to mug all that 

non-sense which I never managed to understand in class anyway (what? Oh! He he… well… not the teacher’s fault if his 

voice doesn’t reach the last bench right?)! How did I not end up with 80% then?? How? 

   Hmmm… anyway, that’s all in the past. I will start preparing for the next semester exams from this very  

moment. Oh wait… noooo… have to go submit the admission fees tomorrow (is it declared yet?)  … alright 2 days for 

that. Cool I will start 2 days later. Oh then there’s the examination fees too… alright another 2 days for that. So on the 

5th day it is. Holy… !!! The exams are exactly 7 days away. Am I not doomed.!  Must cut our conversation short… Oh! I 

am unfortunately a student who is not used to flattering, so if I appear downright honest at times… please do not  

deduct marks when I submit my papers for a re-evaluation. 

Thanking you, 

                                                                            Yours sincerely, 

                                                                    Concerned AVERAGE student 

 

Let us know your experience with SAMPADA so far…  

Are you able to get the glimpse of UVCE through your window to it?  

Do you want it to continue its journey? How would you like to  

actively associate with it? Write back to us at sampada@visionuvce.in 

 

 Delay has been the term that can be associated with the administrative wing of Bangalore University. Delay in 

announcing results, delay in carrying out the admission process, delay in conducting the exams.! Every process  

associated with UVCE has been delayed causing immense hardships to students. Its not easy for any student to be 

standing in line to pay the admission fee while the exams have been announced to be held next week.   

 Or having to wait for the results endlessly isn’t great either. Students will be waiting for their placement  

interview season and results are of utmost importance at that juncture. It will be nice if some sanity is brought into the 

administrative process to speed things up. The wait has repercussions on the students and their career.   

Below written article is a peek into the state of mind of a student who is facing the hardships of delays 

YOUR EXPERIENCES 


